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ensarnples of such power as the benignity of their stars and
the varied character of their fantasies enabled them to
command, and while desirous of imitating the perfection of
Nature by the excellence of Art, they were struggling to
attain that high comprehension which many call intelligence,
and were universally toiling, but for the .most part in vains
the Ruler of Heaven was pleased to turn the eyes of his
clemency towards earth, and perceiving the fruitlessness of
so many labours, the ardent studies pursued without any re-
sult, and the presumptuous self-sufficiency of men, which is
farther from truth than is darkness from light, he re-
solved, by way of delivering us from such great errors, to
send to the world a spirit endowed with universality of
power in each art, and in every profession, one capable of
showing by himself alone what is the perfection of art in
the sketch, the outline, the shadows, or the lights, one
who could give relief to Paintings, and with an upright
judgment could operate as perfectly in Sculpture ; nay, who
was so highly accomplished in Architecture also, that he
was able to render our habitations secure and commodious,
healthy and cheerful, well proportioned, and enriched with
the varied ornaments of art.
The Almighty Creator was also pleased to accompany the
above with the comprehension of the true Philosophy and
the adornment of graceful Poesy, to the end that the world
might select and admire in him an extraordinary example
of blamelessness in life and every action, as well as of per-
fection in all his works: insomuch that he might be con-
sidered by us to be of a nature rather divine than human.
And as the Supreme Ruler perceived that in the execution
of all these sublime arts, Painting, Sculpture, and Architec-
ture, the Tuscan genius has ever been raised high above all
others, the men of that country displaying more zeal in study,
and more constancy in labour, than any other people of Italy,
so did he resolve to confer the privilege of his birth on
Florence, as worthy above all other cities to be his country,
and as justly meriting that the perfections of every art
should be exhibited to the worM by means of one who should
be her citizen.
In the Casentino, therefore, and in the year 1474, a son
was born, under a fated and happy star, to the Signor
Lodov'.co di Lionardo Buonarroti Simoni, who as it is said,